Literary similarity of novels in Portuguese

DIANA SANTOS

http://www.linguateca.pt

DISTANT READING CONTEXT WHAT KIND OF FEATURES?

The goal is to increase access to literature in Portuguese and make This was possible due to e from the DIP shared task
it explorable by the general public and by literary scholars alike. e number of characters, number of male characters
What we present here are the first steps to be embedded in a much
larger digital library in the future.

Distant reading is a term coined by Moretti (2013) to propose
that literary scholars analyse many works to identify trends in

e the existence of Literateca, a corpus of literary texts in o
Portugueseo integrated in the AC/DC project, o
morphosyntactically and semantically anotated o

e the previous organization of DIP, Desafio de identificagio de
personages (character identification challenge), in which we had
amassed several literary information on several hundred texts.

number of slaves, number of warriors, number of queens

number of parents, couples

number of professions, number of characters with multiple

professions

e using PALAVRAS annotation and other semantic processing

e ratio of Impertfeito to Perfeito, relative number of adjectives
We use automatically obtained features for each work, and So, we looked at 238 novels to extract patterns and trends without e direct speech, use of subjunctive, number of colours

have performed several clustering experiments to gauge the in- having to close read them all. e reference to food, health, body or family

terest of the features proposed. e number of emotions, and specific emotions

literature in general, as opposed to study a small set of canonical
works (close reading).

RESOURCES PRINCIPAL COMPONENTS ANALYSIS CORRELATION

AC/DC (Santos 2014) https://www.linguateca.pt/ACDC/ For all books and all features Unsing features just from DIP One of the discoveries was
POA graph of variables PCA graph of individuals that there was very little cor-
= oy relation between AC/DC fea-
| s-n;/ém Avinra tures (at the text level) and DIP
Tﬂm features (at the plot level), as
the following picture shows.

DIP (Santos et al. 2023) https://www.linguateca.pt/DIP/
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Data: https://www.linguateca.pt/documentacao/semelhanca.tsv
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e to develop a “recommender” system pointing to similarities
among books in order to suggest new reading experiences in L
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identify her preferences. - : .
e to help literary scholars to find points of contact among b | emoy
authors, and get answers to questions about literature history or :
literary influence, inspired by Archer and Jockers (2016).
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In rose, the gender of the autor, the variety, and
the period.
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